THE    GREAT    AMBITION

with all her might every German advance in Central Europe,
while Hitler in his turn assisted Italy in the Mediterranean, where
Italian domination, with the aid of Spain, formed part of his plans.

The Italians and Germans have told all who are willing to
listen that (as far as Mediterranean problems are concerned), their
points of view are identical and that no person or thing can prevent
their combined efforts to alter the status quo. Along this road they
march together in perfect unison. "No great European power,"
wrote Signer Virginio Gayda in the Voce <T Italia on September
5th, 1937, "can remain on the margin of Mediterranean events.
Side by side with vital Italian interests, the legitimacy of German
interests in regard to the future of the Mediterranean must
therefore be recognized." And not to be outdone in politeness, the
Berliner Tageblatt stated in its turn on January 8th, 1939: "It is
unnecessary to insist that the German conception of the Spanish
question is in complete agreement with the ItaKan one, and that
National-Socialist sympathies have been with the Fascist Empire
in the Mediterranean ever since the conquest of Abyssinia.**

There are even some who believe that it is Germany who is
directing the game. This was the opinion of Colonel Jean Fabry
when in 1937, during the Spanish War, he wrote: "A powerful
German fleet, which will be even more powerful in 1939, is
putting out to sea. It knows all the routes and harbours in the
Mediterranean, while the tourists, the technicians and the
disguised agents of the Reich travel around the Canaries, Ifhi, the
Riff coast and the Balearic Islands. Once again Germany turns
her gaze towards Agadir." These words of Colonel Fabry should
at that time have been enough to have awakened his Government
from their slumbers; and to-day they are amply confirmed by
Germany's growing ascendancy over Spanish policy. They are
borne out by the insistence with which the official German press is
inciting General Franco to launch his imperialist campaign with a
demand for Gibraltar and Tangier.

The whole Axis is concerned in the destruction of the status quo.
Even Japan, who might have been considered too much absorbed
in the Far East to trouble about the Mediterranean, is zealously
aiding and abetting her two allies in this supreme attempt to
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